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greater." " Greater " may well be questioned. Among
his contemporaries alone were such great names as
Shelley, Keats, Wordsworth, and Coleridge. " Differ-
ent " gives the key to his fame. Byron's poems do not
suffer as much in translation as those of most writers.
They meant almost the same to Goethe in Germany as
they mean to English readers. Byron himself is the
subject and the inspiration of his poems. They owe
their special quality to the attraction of his eccentric
genius, and their range and vigour to his love of action
and his restlessness.